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Updates For All

State Life Couple

Ed & Lynn Strach
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Do you 
believe in 
miracles?



4



5



6

Paula Veneklase

Executive Director, Help Pregnancy 

Aid

Grand Rapids
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You have helped raise an 

extraordinary total: $200,0000 since 

2023. 

Support does not end at a positive test 

— or even at birth.

Knights and Ladies, you are co-

authors of these miracles. 
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Help create a 
miracle – for 

Life!



Michigan State 10 for Charity 

State Director 

Thomas M. Wegener, PSD

Former Supreme Director
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• Created in 1977 as the Take 5 Program

• Updated now to the Ten - 4 Charity Program

• Over $2.75 Million Received in Donations from 

Members and Awarded to Worthy Causes

• Updated to Ten Plus Charity Program

• MI KofC’s Oldest State Charity Program

• Needed to provide funds for increasingly large

donation requests to the State Office

Ten for Charity 

Program
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Ten for Charity 

ProgramWho or What Do Your Donations Help:

Donations to all Seven Dioceses

Pro-Life Causes

Outreach Programs

Emergency Needs

Youth Programs

Bishops’ Requests

ETC



Ten For Charity Yellow Slip
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Ten For Charity Digital Slip



Ten For Charity Check Submittal

• All Council checks are to be 
made out to the Michigan State 
Council and submitted to the 
State Secretary at the following 
address:

• Vern Miron, State Secretary

• Michigan Knights of Columbus

• PO Box 685

• Baraga, MI  49908-0685
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Ten For Charity
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Ten For Charity Program

Blessed Michael McGivney

Pray for Us



17

PUT ME IN COACH!PUT  ME 

IN 

COACH!!!



Sacred Heart Major Seminary

Past State Deputy

Kenneth Unterbrink
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Michigan Knights of Columbus 
Endowed Scholarship 

for
Sacred Heart Major Seminary

A request for $6.00 per member per year.

The One Million Dollar Endowed Scholarship  at SHMS.

Presently we, Brother Knights have contributed $900,000.00 

towards  the One Million Dollars.

The Scholarship is for Knights of Columbus seminarians at SHMS.
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Michigan Knights of Columbus 
Endowed Scholarship 

for
Sacred Heart Major Seminary

These are Brother Knights.

We pray for seminarians. Now is the time to back up our prayers with action.

Of our 60,000 brother knights in Michigan, 

If 16,667 brothers contributed $6.00 each, we would complete our goal.

It is the responsibility of the District Deputy, Diocesan Program Directors, & 
SDDR

to promote the seminarian funding throughout the state.
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Michigan Knights of Columbus 
Endowed Scholarship 

for
Sacred Heart Major Seminary

Brother Knights – just a little more for this program.

View the Yellow Buck Slip that you will be delivering to your councils along with 
their yearly dues notices that should go the membership in December.

If you council needs more information, I will personally spend an hour or so at 
your council meeting explaining the program. 

OR just write a check.
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Seminarian Tuition Assistance 
Assessment

Assistance for ALL Seminarians from the state through their 
Diocese.

The Assistance Assessment letter is sent to ALL councils 

requesting $3.00 per member.

Assistance Assessment letter is sent to councils in July.

Asked that all councils bring the letter to the council membership for a 
consideration by vote of the council membership.

If funds are not available, then a council fundraiser might be in order.
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Rick Fisher
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Special Olympics

Special Olympics Dir.

Paul Thorn
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Special Olympics Michigan –

www.somi.org

Wertz Warriors – www.wertzwarriors.com

Rising Stars Academy – www.rising-stars-

academy.org

http://www.somi.org/
http://www.wertzwarriors.com/


Special Events

Fraternal Activities Dir.

Michael Kozakiewicz
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Special Events



Special Projects

Special Charities Dir.

Garret Kelenske
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Cross Catholic Outreach Food Packing 
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Build – A – Bed

In Partnership with 

18 chapter already in 

Michigan 
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Build – A – Bed



Michigan Charity Raffle

State Raffle Directors

Kevin Rowley

Mike Haughey
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“If you give what you do not need, 

it’s not giving”
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta
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The Numbers…
Gross - $301,360.00             Net to Councils - $60,272.00                                                                    
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• Top Council in Sales – 7018 St. Clement of Rome – 1,753 
Tickets

• 2nd Place Council in Sales- 5436 Pope St. John XXIII – 954 
Tickets

• 3rd Place Council in Sales – 5492 Dr. Thomas Dooley – 869 
Tickets

• 4th Place Council in Sales – 16169 St. John Newmann – 861 
Tickets

• Councils Selling 12 or more Books of Tickets - 142 

• Councils Selling One Book of Tickets (12 Tickets) – 21

• Councils Selling Zero Charity Raffle Tickets – 37



How do we achieve our Charity Raffle 
Goal?
• Councils in the State of Michigan – approx. - 420

• Number of Council Officers – approx. - 12

• Number of Charity Raffle Tickets in a book – 12

• Total Number of Tickets – 60,480

• Cost of each ticket - $5.00

• Gross Ticket Sales - $302,400.00

• State Leadership – approximately 160  

• Total Gross Sales - $312,000.00
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We’re Back…           Leprechaun II 
The Charity Challenge 
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State MI Director

Mark Brezenski

MI Drive
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MI Drive 
Helping those with 

intellectual and 
developmental 

disabilities
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Thank You!!!

• In the 2025-2026 Fraternal Year your Councils collected over 
$1,200,000 and still counting

• $1,000,000 was returned to the Councils for those who have 
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities in your community

• Remind your financial secretaries to get the checks to their 
designated organizations ASAP.

• Too many checks go uncashed sitting in drawers
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Mi Drive Info

• We have moved to an electronic format to track council 
drives, and when forms and checks have been received

• Insurance binder – Requests have been made to expand the 
dates where the binder is in force
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Mi Drive Info

• If your councils have not submitted the Mi-13 and check, 
please have them complete at their next council meeting

• Please be patient on receiving your checks, the state office 
priority is the State Convention in May, and this Summer 
Meeting
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What Can We Do To Improve?

• Encourage Councils to hold both a Columbus Day and a 
Palm Sunday Drive

• Insure all your Councils have everything they need in 
August so that they can hold a successful drive 

• Ensure paperwork and funds are sent in no later than 30 
days from the date of the drive

• Further information, forms and posters can be found on 
the state website under Resources/Community/Mi Drive 



4th Degree Report

Vice Supreme Master 

Walter Winkle Jr.
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State Officer – Immediate Past State 
Deputy

Immediate 

Past State Deputy

Barry Borsenik 
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State Officer – State Warden

State Warden

Dean Hayward
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State Officer – State Advocate

State Advocate

Joel Kendzorski
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State Officer – State Treasurer

State Treasurer 

Dan Fuller
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State Officer – State Secretary

State Secretary

Vern Miron
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Associate Territorial Growth Director

Associate Territorial
Growth Director

Alain Cayer

50



State Officer – State Chaplain

State Chaplain

Rev. Paul Ballien
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State Officer – State Deputy

State Deputy

Charles McCuen III
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Closing Prayer

State Chaplain

Rev. Paul Ballien
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Retire Colors
Eugene Suchyta District Master
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